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December 8, 1904.

Elder W. C. White,
Sanitarium, !'apa Co., Cal.
Dear Brother White:=

I received in due time your letter of November 16th, written
from lational City, and was glad to hear from you again.

The obituary notice of Sister Davis was puhblished as soon as
received. This yru have doubtless observed from the REVIEW. It seem~
ed to me tiwat you had prepared a very suitable article and thought it
was not necessary for me to attempt to add anything to 1it.

I shall he glad to hear from you further with refsrence to
your talk with your mother concerning the clipping which I forwarded
to you from the Minnesota paper. I hope she is much improved in health
" by this time and is able to speak to the people.

I have read the copy of your recent letter to Brother Rutler
which you forwarded to Brother Daniells, and I was considerably stirred
to 1earn from it of the feeling and attitude of the brethren in the
south toward the Geéeral Conference officers and their alleged influence
‘against the circulation of the Southern Watchman. I appreciated very
much the position which yonu took in the letter, and I hardly need to

assure you that we have not even thought of exerting any influence againsu
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ths use of the'whtchman in the Vissionary Campaign. We have fried to
be impartial in 6ur advertising and to commend to the attenftion of the
people all the publications recormended at the College View Council.

I have written Brosher Butler plainly ahout this matter and enclose you
a copy of my letter to him.

I am unable to find any real basis for the conclusion 1o
which tli» brethren have jumped concerning our attitude toward the work,
and after the earnest effort which we have made to co~operate with them
in every move made in nehalf of the work in the south, this experience
makes me almost hopeless of being able to overcome what seems to me
an unreasonable prejudice against our administrative work.

While writing this letter I will mention to you one of the
things which the Southern Publishing Assoclation has just done, and
gubmit to you whether we do not have Jjust grounds for complaint.
without conferrines in any —ay with the General Conference Committee
or the Sabbath School Department, the Southern Publishing Association
have taken the copy for our Sahbath School lessons, for which the
Sabbath School Deparhmen?i?i&d am, and is printing an edition of the
Lesson Quarterly and are now advertising it for sale. I have not heard
from them directly on this matter hut am informed that their reason is
that thev think they can print them cheaper than they can buy them from
the Pacific Press. But I should he slad to know what richt they have
to appropriate manuscript purchased by the Sabbath School Department
and from which it derives a revenue, any nore than to seize upon manu=
script for a book which another publishing house has purchased.

There are other things worse than this which the brethren in
the south are now doing and of which you will doubtless hear the particu-

1aras verv soon. and under all these circumstances thelr charges azainst
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us seem to me to come with & very poor grace. If you can do anything
to help us straighten out this tangle, it will be greatly appreciated.

You will be interested to know that there is very excellent
prospect of the settleriont of our land case. The attorney for the
Thornton heirs has proposed a compromise, which is really an acceptance
of the deorees of the courts with possibly sufficient variatilon to
gserve a8 a salve Tor tisir feerlings. I have just been informed hy
¥r. Lambert, the attorney for the Thornton helrs, that in his opinion
there will be nothing to prevent the deeds being executed next week,
for the property bhoth in the District and the State of Maryland.

As soon as this 1s accomplished we propose to proceed at once
to erect the General Conference office building with the purpose of
having it completed and available for use during the next General Con-
ference. It is prohable that the Publishing Aasociation will not hegin
buildinc operations before early spring. ¢

At a meeting of our trustees held last Monday it was recormend-
ed that RBrother Curtissshould visit California next month and make a

personal inspection of the pacific Press Company's new plant with a
view to getting all the help possible in planning our own building.
He will doubtless time his visit so as to attend the annual meeting of
the Press and the proposed book men's convention.

You must not forget that you are still a member and officer
of our Board, and we shall he glad to hear from you at any time with
sugcestions concerning our work.

Judge Hopkins has signed the decree for the sale of the Review
and Herald property at Battle Creek as an undivided whole, requiring
an acceptable bid to he accompanied by $50,000.00 in cash or bora fide

obligations against the Association. As we now hold prohably atv Least
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$60,000.00 worth of the Association's obligations, we shall of course be
well prepared to mect this condition, while it is hardly probable that
any one else would care to attempt it. The sale will probably take
place abouh the 10th of January.

I do not think of any other matters of interest which have not
be~n fully reported in the REVIEW.

¥We are all in usual health and pressed as hard as ever with ourt

work.,
%ith kind regards to yourself and assoclates, I remain,
Yours faithfully,
f/;*’i 7 ;"m-.,m_‘ -
R O R R i
RAL 7 ' KN
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